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New Features for Learning & Teaching

Dear Colleague,

I’'m excited to share new updates to the UAL Short
Courses VLE that make teaching and learning
simpler and more effective. These features are all in
one place, making teaching easier, cutting down
admin tasks, and enhancing the learner experience
for more efficient, inclusive courses. Here’s a quick
overview:
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1. "About This Course" Handbook

Clearer guidance for Learners
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New Features for Learning & Teaching

ual: Home  Mycourses  Site administration

Table of contents

Get Started

. Course Overview
{0 About this course Required Materials

Learning Outcomes
Exarnple Course 2.0 > About this course How to Use this Course

Completion and Certification

Book More v

Your go-to guide for everything you need to succeed in this course!

Get Started >
Before starting, please review the Learning Outcomes to understand what you'll gain from this course.
How to Use This Handbook:

e Set aside about 15 minutes to familiarize yourself with the content.
® Use the arrows to navigate through pages.
« Refer to the Table of Contents’ for specific sections.

Benefits:

¢ Reduces repetitive questions with a centralized guide covering course overview,
materials, participation tips, and certification details.

e Ensures learners feel supported and confident from first their first experience with
our Learning Environment.

2. Discussion Forum Framework

Simplified Communications

Ua| : Private and Confidential 3



New Features for Learning & Teaching

Discuss, collaborate, and learn together asynchronously.

Search forums n Add discussion topic

Separate groups

All participants

Discussion

Community Support

-@

Welcome to [Course Name]

it

TBC | Your First Class with us!

Forum Overview

i

Benefits:

Group

Started by
8 Richard Pa...
4 June 2024

Richard Pa...
12 Mar 2024

e Richard Pa...
12 Mar 2024

Richard Pa...
12 Mar 2024

Unsubscribe from forum

Last post 4 Replies Subscribe

@in ¢« ©
im0 ©

@ o ©
i 0 ®©

e Brings all communication into one place, with pre-populated posts for welcoming

learners, reminders, and community support.

e Builds a stronger sense of community and reduces admin.

3. Course Materials Section

Easier Access to Resources

~ 3. Course Materials

Padlet
E Handouts

[Course Name] Book

m & Hidden from students

Author Name

Benefits:

ual:

Private and Confidential

4



New Features for Learning & Teaching

e Centralizes materials and supports inclusive teaching practices and Accessible UX.
¢ Reduces admin work and makes materials easier to find for learners.

4. Integrated Learner Feedback

Better learning and teaching

ual: Home My courses Site administration © Accessibility tools g ) Leamer ‘-QAV

Ve

Learner Feedback

Example Course 2.0 > Learner Feedback > Complete a feedback

This optional activity helps tutors, facilitators, and digital leamning managers directly access leamer feedback to support teaching practices and course development.

» Activity guide

Mode: Anonymous

How would you describe your overall experience?

Which parts of the course worked best for your learning or teaching?

Do you have any suggestions to improve the leamning experience for future participants?

Benefits:

¢ Quickly gather feedback directly from learners to refine in-sessional teaching.
e Helps tutors adapt and meet diverse learner needs.

5. Coursework Tool

Streamlined Coursework Management
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List View

User Title File

g Richard Parry Test assignment upload [ testpdf VL ]
g Richard Parry, Another Test assignment upload 3 testpdf s amd

Single View

User

Title
File
Last modified

» Comments (1)

@ richara P

Benefits:

% Richard Parry

Test assignment upload
A testpdf

15 Jan 2025

is - tutor's can delete it!

£
Save comment

Add entry

e [Easy submission, search, and commenting, all in one secure and accessible place.
e Saves time for tutors and simplifies the process for learners.
e Customisable to specification.

6. Accessible Tutor Profiles

Integrated Profiles for Better Accessibility
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"'n
ual: Home My courses  Site administration ytools M B ._“":3 v Edit mode

Taylor Jordan
!
Hi I'm Taylor !

Full calendar
Import or export calendars

User details Miscellaneous

Edit profile Full profile

Course Contacts

Email address View all blog_entries

taylorjordan@ual fyi Notes Separate groups

Timezone My, certificates All participants #

Europe/London Forum posts

Tutor
Forum discussions

Open Forum posts

@ Taylor Jordan e
e

Loana Rondot ¢

. Open Forum discussions
Course details =

" Learning_plans
Course profiles
Vectorworks Short Course

Graded Award in Drawing; Tone

Reports Learner
DEV | Bio-Inspired Design .

Today's logs q Riley Kim @
DEV | Climate Crisis and Culture i

All logs £

Example Course 2.0

Qutline report
UAL Student Voices: Graphic Design

Complete report

Benefits:

e Cleaner course page: Improved navigation, readability and UX across devices.
e Better Accessibility: Profile details are no longer duplicated, ensuring a
streamlined experience for all users.

/. Automated Certification
Integrated Accredible Certificates (Accredible Moodle Plugin)

Ua| : Private and Confidential 7



New Features for Learning & Teaching

Example Course 2.0

Course Classmates More v

8

Collapse all

Benefits:
e Integrated certification process - no extra admin required.
¢ Enhances course experience for learners (issued sooner).
8. Image Gallery
Better Visual Collaboration

Test assignment Another test assignm...
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Another test assignment

Users can add a description

» Comments (1)

@ Richara Pamy - Weg, 15 Jan 2025, 1028 AM
This is just a test upload to make sure everything works - tutor's can delete it!

Add a comment...

4
Save comment

Benefits:

=]}

Add entry

e An Accessible and secure space for sharing and commenting on images.

e Encourages collaboration and engagement.

9. Block Drawer Tools

Simplified Marketing, Scheduling and Networking
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ual . Home My courses  Site administration Acce 0 Edit mode

Close block drawer

Course you might be
interested in:

¢ TBC
s TBC
e TBC

Example Course 2.0

Course Classmates More v

Calendar

- January 202° -

Collapse all

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

1 2 3 4 5
m About this course
6 7 8 9 12
13 14 e 16 17 18 19
Learner Feedback 20 21 2 23 24 25 2%
27 28 29 30 AN

Verified Certificate Full calendar

& Hidden from students

Import or export calendars

ual . Home My courses Site administration f sib - Edit mode

Taylor Jordan

-
!
Hi I'm Taylor !
Full calendar
Import or export calendars
User details Miscellaneous
Edit profile Eull profile
Course Contacts
Email address View all blog_entries
taylorjordan@ual.fyi Notes Separate groups
Timezone My certificates All participants #
Eur Lond Forum posts
urope/London R Tutor
Forum discussions
Open Forum posts @ Taylor Jordan -
1)
. Fi i i
Course details Open Forum discussions
Learning_plans
Course profiles 0. i@ Loana Rondot -
Vectorworks Short Course
Graded Award in Drawing; Tone Reports Learner
DEV | Bio-Inspired Design !
Today's logs q Riley Kim
DEV | Climate Crisis and Culture Al -
Alllogs R
Example Course 2.0 X
Outline report

UAL Student Voices: Graphic Design

Complete report

Benefits:

e The Course Calendar and Participant Bios make scheduling seamless, and help
learners connect.
e Supports preparation, participation, and discovering related courses.
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10. Improved Notifications and Messages

New features make it easier to manage your forum, notification and message settings, helping
you dis/connect with learners.

© Accessibility tools | Ak | @ @ v

Notifications v
- | Notification preferences
Q Lesson 1 B&M introduction- Buying process
2 hours 9 mins ago View full notification '
Benefits:

o Effective Communication: Streamlined messaging and notification settings.
e Controlled Settings: Customise your preferences and ensure privacy.

| hope these updates help with your teaching. If you
have any questions or need assistance, please feel
free to email me!

Richard
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