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 Dear Colleague, 

 

I’m excited to share new updates to the UAL Short 

Courses VLE that make teaching and learning 

simpler and more effective. These features are all in 

one place, making teaching easier, cutting down 

admin tasks, and enhancing the learner experience 

for more efficient, inclusive courses. Here’s a quick 

overview: 

 

 

 

1. "About This Course" Handbook 

Clearer guidance for Learners 
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Benefits: 

• Reduces repetitive questions with a centralized guide covering course overview, 

materials, participation tips, and certification details. 

• Ensures learners feel supported and confident from first their first experience with 

our Learning Environment. 

 

2. Discussion Forum Framework 

Simplified Communications 
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Benefits: 

• Brings all communication into one place, with pre-populated posts for welcoming 

learners, reminders, and community support. 

• Builds a stronger sense of community and reduces admin. 

 

 

3. Course Materials Section 

Easier Access to Resources  

•  

Benefits: 
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• Centralizes materials and supports inclusive teaching practices and Accessible UX. 

• Reduces admin work and makes materials easier to find for learners. 

 

4. Integrated Learner Feedback 

Better learning and teaching 

 

Benefits: 

• Quickly gather feedback directly from learners to refine in-sessional teaching. 

• Helps tutors adapt and meet diverse learner needs. 

 

5. Coursework Tool 

Streamlined Coursework Management 
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Benefits: 

• Easy submission, search, and commenting, all in one secure and accessible place. 

• Saves time for tutors and simplifies the process for learners. 

• Customisable to specification. 

6. Accessible Tutor Profiles 

Integrated Profiles for Better Accessibility  



New Features for Learning & Teaching  

 Private and Confidential 7 

 

Benefits: 

• Cleaner course page: Improved navigation, readability and UX across devices. 

• Better Accessibility: Profile details are no longer duplicated, ensuring a 

streamlined experience for all users. 

 

7. Automated Certification 

Integrated Accredible Certificates (Accredible Moodle Plugin)  
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Benefits: 

• Integrated certification process - no extra admin required. 

• Enhances course experience for learners (issued sooner). 

 

8. Image Gallery 

Better Visual Collaboration 
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Benefits: 

• An Accessible and secure space for sharing and commenting on images. 

• Encourages collaboration and engagement. 

 

9. Block Drawer Tools 

Simplified Marketing, Scheduling and Networking 
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Benefits: 

• The Course Calendar and Participant Bios make scheduling seamless, and help 

learners connect. 

• Supports preparation, participation, and discovering related courses. 
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10. Improved Notifications and Messages 

New features make it easier to manage your forum, notification and message settings, helping 

you dis/connect with learners. 

 

Benefits: 

• Effective Communication: Streamlined messaging and notification settings. 

• Controlled Settings: Customise your preferences and ensure privacy. 

 

I hope these updates help with your teaching. If you 

have any questions or need assistance, please feel 

free to email me! 

 

Richard 
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